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Hold the Phone my friends, and read this: The Structure of Scientific  Evolutions .

 

This editorial/article/discussion/piece discusses two Darwinist explanations  of God and religion.
Basically they both come down to "People created religion"  it's just the question of how it
happened which is argued, and whether God was  involved or a byproduct. I'm not sure I agree
entirely with either camp, or any  of this, but it definitely makes me think about it, which I always
love. And now  I'm about to get a little bit geeky, because I'm going to go back to the Thor  comi
c book by Marvel and do a little cross quotation. (And yes, this is an example of how eclectic I
can be--God, science, and The Mighty Thor all in the same post!) 

 

When they relauched the Thor title with J. Michael Straczynski at the helm, this was the premise
for Thor's return  from the grave (or the void, if you prefer):

 

 "It is not for the gods to decide whether or  not man exists--It is for man to decide whether or
not the gods  exist. "

  

 

And when I read it, it blew my mind wide open. Because I'm kind of a geek who loves a good
thought provoking comic book read,  and because there is too much truth in that statement for it
to be ignored.
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Now don't get me wrong, I'm a good catholic girl. I was raised with a  tradition of faith, and I
adhere to it, for the most part. But I was never bound  by it, either. Let's just say I like to ask the
hard questions, and I'd never  make it as a nun or anything, but I think God and I get along just
fine.

  

 

Let me throw a quote at you from this article, and you tell me how  disturbingly parallel it is:

  

 

"God may or may not have shaped biological  and cultural evolution (just by establishing an
initial algorithm), but these  processes have definitely shaped Him. The evolution of the human
brain led to  religion, and our ideas about God have subsequently changed in concert with 
cultural progress. On the whole, despite history's ups and downs, God has become  more
peaceful, more beneficent, and more compatible with a scientific  understanding of the world. "

  

 

And one more, because I know you're digesting--this is from the other scientist, criticizing the
first quotation,  based on the fact that religion served a moral and social purpose of banding 
people together and introducing a "hostility" toward those not sharing those  beliefs:
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"So in very early human societies, groups  with strong religious behavior would have prevailed
over less cohesive  adversaries. We are descended from the religious groups, the argument
goes, and  that is why everyone harbors a religious instinct. "

 

I dunno, guys. This sounds like the age old question we all hate because it's  so cliche but
impossible to answer.

 

So, you tell me, which came first-- the Chicken or the Egg? and while we're  at it, is J. Michael
Straczynski right, too? Is it our purpose to decide that  the gods exist, and not the other way
around?
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